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A Note to Directors:
Thank you for choosing to use a Candle Star Christmas Production in your church or
school. My purpose in writing each play was to create a pageant that even small groups
could produce simply. (They have all been produced in my own church of 200 people.) But
stronger still was my desire to immerse viewers in a powerful story that left no question
about the true meaning of Christmas. Christ’s coming to dwell with man is only part of a
whole gospel message, which is clearly presented in each script. My hope is that this play
will help you spread that message in your community this holiday season.
Merry Christmas and break a leg! And to Jesus Christ be all the glory.

Shell Isenhoff

Find additional
Candle Star Christmas Productions
on my website:
www.michelleisenhoff.com
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Summary
Accompanying his sheep to overnight pasture, a father tells the story of their
people to his son. The events he narrates are mimed on stage, illustrating
God’s plan leading up to the Deliverer. As they settle down to sleep, Mary and
Joseph arrive at the inn in the background. The spiritual battle told in
Revelation is represented during the birth, and Satan is defeated as Joseph
holds the new baby aloft. Angels awaken the shepherds, who rush to the
manger.

Length
Candle Star Christmas Productions are designed to run between 45 minutes to
an hour when music is included at scene breaks.

Cast of Characters
Speaking Characters:
God (in white)
Jacob the shepherd boy
Josiah’s father - large narrative part
Mary
Joseph
Angel (singer of final song)
Nonspeaking parts:
2 sleeping shepherd uncles (optional)
Satan (in black)
Adam
Eve
Abraham
Isaac
Moses
King David
Two brothers (civil war) and a
Foreign captor to lead them off
Inn keeper

Stage Setup
The stage is split between the shepherds in a field, who need only props on the
floor, and a stable setting. It would be helpful to have a low partition (hay bales
or a choir loft half-wall?) to shield Mary when she’s giving birth in scene three,
with plenty of room behind for God and Satan to move. Also maintain room
for the miming that takes place in scene two.

Prop List
Campfire
Blankets (shepherd bed rolls)
Knife (Abraham and Isaac)
Crown (King David)
Manger
Doll or a swaddle of blankets to represent baby Jesus
Shepherd staffs (optional)
Fruit (Adam and Eve)

Music Recommendations
At the end of most scenes, an option break for music is inserted. This is left
wide open on purpose, because the organizations that produce this play will
have vastly different musical talents available. They may even choose to skip
some or all of these opportunities. However, music offers a great distraction
while switching scenes, and it provides a whole additional platform for
worship. Here is a list of suggestions to fill these opportunities:
Songs sung by children’s Sunday school classes or school classrooms
Vocal solos or groups performed by children or adults
Instrumental solos performed by school children or adults
Brief piano interludes
Traditional carols provide simple, recognizable tunes for instrumentals. Vocal
arrangements might consist of carols as well, or be drawn from the variety of
contemporary music available.
Mary, Did You Know? written by Mark Lowry and Buddy Greene, is available
commercially sung by a variety of artists. A “canned” version may be played
over the sound system, or it can be performed live by members of your
organization.
Similar treatment may be given Gloria, by Michael W. Smith, which is also
widely available.
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Scene One
Two shepherds are sitting around a fire. Two more are already sleeping (optional).
Father: (With a stretch and a yawn) So, Jacob, it is your first time taking the
sheep to pasture overnight. How do you like it?
Jacob: I love it, Father! I’m big enough to do the work now, aren’t I?
Father: (Affectionately rumpling hair) You’re growing up way too fast. But
we’ve had a busy day and it’s time to rest. Under your blankets now.
Jacob: All right, but will you tell me a story first? Please?
Father: A story! Now?
Jacob: Yes. Tell me the story of our people.
Father: All right, one story. I’ll tell you about Moses and how he led our
people out of Egypt.
Jacob: No, start at the beginning, Father.
Father: But it is late! See? Your uncles are already snoring!
Jacob: I’m not tired. Not really. Please?
Father: (Sighing) All right. From the beginning.
Optional break for music.

Scene Two
Note: This scene is written to mimic the old-fashioned, oral story-telling
tradition of pre-industrial cultures. Father can discreetly read the part while the
appropriate characters enter and mime the narrative. God is active throughout,
but at the appropriate places, Satan must struggle against Him, trying to derail
His plan and stir up trouble.
Begin scene with shepherds still sitting or sleeping around fire. God and Satan present on
stage. Adam and Even lying “dead” on their backs. Other mimes waiting in order of
appearance just off stage. Manger is set up to one side for Mary and Joseph’s entrance at
the end of the scene.
Father: Many thousands of years ago, God created the beautiful world you see
all around us. He made the starry sweep of heavens and the bottomless depths
of the sea. And he made a garden and filled it with every good thing—shady
trees and colorful bushes, crisp, sweet fruit, and flowers so fragrant you longed
to bury your nose in them. He set within the garden gentle animals and birds of
every song and color, and it was very good. But he saved his greatest creation
for last.
Out of the dust of the earth he fashioned man and woman, and he placed them
in the garden. He walked among them and talked with them, and he set them
over every created thing. They were to care for the garden and the creatures
within it. Only one kind of fruit he withheld from them.
But one day the serpent (mimed by Satan) came to the woman to deceive her.
He bade her eat of the one fruit, and she did. And she gave it to the man. And
sin entered the world.
The man and woman were removed from the garden, and life became difficult
and painful. They endured hard toil and reaped little from their labor. Fear and

viciousness entered the wild beasts. Greed, envy, malice, and death sundered
their relationships, and God looked on them with pity.
God: (Speaking to Adam and Eve) You have disobeyed me and broken
fellowship with the Lord, your God. But I will not hide my face from you
forever. I will send a Deliverer who will reconcile you unto me once again.
Father: Many years passed and our father Abraham walked on earth. God led
him to a new land and renewed his promise. Though Abraham was old, and
his wife was past the age of childbearing, God chose to make him the father of
many nations. Furthermore, God promised to bless the whole world through
him. From his line the Deliverer would come.
In due time a son was born to Abraham, and Isaac grew to be a young man.
But the day came when God tested Abraham. He called him to a far off
mountain and commanded him to sacrifice his only son. Abraham obeyed,
believing yet in God’s promise.
Show Satan excited, thinking the Deliverer’s line will be quickly broken as Abraham’s
sacrifice of Isaac is mimed. Next show him defeated.
God: Abraham, stop! Now I know you love me. Look behind you, there in the
thicket. I have provided a ram to take the place of your son.
Father: Abraham’s children multiplied and moved to Egypt where they
became a nation so great and numerous that the Egyptians feared them and
enslaved them for four hundred years. But God remembered his chosen ones.
He raised up Moses and delivered his people from bondage with miraculous
deeds and an outstretched hand. He settled them in a good land, flowing with
milk and honey, and he called them back to himself when they strayed.
He raised up a king for them after his own heart. David loved the Lord and
followed in his ways, and God renewed his promise to him. The Deliverer
would come from David’s own line, and his kingdom would never end.
But again and again our people rebelled against God. Israel was split apart,
and brother fought against brother. And foreign nations conquered our land
and carried our people away. But always God has remained faithful. Our

people live still. Though the Deliverer has not yet come, the promise remains.
Jacob: (Yawning and stretching) Thank you, father. I hope someday I can tell
our old stories to my children as well as you tell them to me.
Father
: I’m sure you could tell them now, as often as you ask for them.
Off to bed with you now.
Jacob:
Okay. (Snuggles under a blanket) Father, sometimes I wonder
when the Deliverer will ever come.
Father

: (Also pulling up a blanket) So do I child. So do I.

In the meantime, being mimed on the other half of the stage, Mary and Joseph are being
led to the stable by the innkeeper.
Optional break for music.

Scene Three
All shepherds are sleeping. Focus shifts to the stable.
Joseph: (Settling into a blanket) We’ve traveled far. I’m so tired I think I could
sleep for a week!
Mary: (Shifting) I think I could too, if this baby would just let me find a
comfortable position.
Joseph: (Raising up to look at her) Just think, Mary. The Son of God! You are
carrying the Son of God! (Laying back and looking at the ceiling with his
hands under his head, talking to himself while Mary starts to signal the onset
of labor.) I never would have guess when I met you that you’d carry the Son of
God. You’re just an ordinary girl. I mean, I love you, of course, but I never
would have picked you out of a crowd and said, “That’s the one who will carry
God’s Son!” We’re both just ordinary, you and I. Why on earth would God
would choose us?
Mary: Joseph?
Joseph: Just think, out of all the millions and millions of people that have ever
lived—or ever will live—he chose us. (Chuckles) Doesn’t that just blow your
mind? I mean, really? I still can’t get over it.
Mary: Joseph, I think it’s time.
Joseph: I wonder what it will be like to raise Him. The Son of God, I mean.
Will he be different than other children? Will He be quiet or talkative or…
(Suddenly stops talking) What did you say?
Mary: (Laughing) I think the baby’s coming tonight. Help me up.

